THE EVIDENCE  OF  THE  PLAYS
than 1608. In 1607 Samuel Daniel issued a new
edition of his Certain Small Workes and herein made
considerable changes in his Cleopatra of 1594.
These, as carefully analysed by Case, seem to me
clearly to show the influence of 'Shakespeare's
play." All that we can say, therefore, is that
Antony and Cleopatra was written between 1594 and
1607; and the greater part of this period fell
during Lord Oxford's lifetime.
Cymbeline. Nothing whatever is known of this
play, except that it was performed in 1611, and
was first printed in the Folio. There is a diversity
of opinion regarding it. Robertson thought that
"Chapman had a share in re-casting a pre-Shake-
spearean play, perhaps partly by Peele." Mrs.
Clark considers it a play of 1578, revised after
Oxford's death. Allen finds that, in common with
Pericles and The Tempest, it is "almost, if not wholly,
non-Shakespearean." Gollancz suggests that this
"unsatisfactory" play possibly "represents in
many cases the poet's rough-cast notes rather than
his finished work."
It is probably an imitation by Wilkins, based
on an old Court masque by the Earl of Oxford.
The Winter's Tale. Holland dates the play 1584.
Mrs. Clark agrees and refers to an incident in
which the Queen and Captain Rail (Raleigh)
were concerned at a dance at Greenwich in
1584.
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